
We are blessed to know that, when we repent

of our sins and put our complete faith and trust in

:ĞƐƵƐ͛ �ĚĞĂƚŚ ͕ �ďƵƌŝĂů͕�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐƵƌƌĞĐƟŽŶ͕ �ǁ Ğ�ĂƌĞ�ĚĞĂĚ�

to the world and alive to God: Romans 6:11 Like-

wise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed

unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ

our Lord.

Everything in the past has died on the cross of

Christ, and all things are new. 2 Corinthians 5:17

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new crea-

ture: old things are passed away; behold, all things

are become new.

So, let our minds go back to the cross and re-

hearse in our minds what Jesus Christ has done for

us who believe. He has lived a perfect life, died a

perfect death, paid for our sins, given us a new life

(an eternal life), and he promises to be with us and

to never leave us nor forsake us (Hebrews 13:5).

My prayer is that, if you are not born again

(saved) by the Spirit of God, that you will see your-

self a sinner and come to Jesus by his grace and

trust him with your whole heart. The new birth

changes you, and you will begin to hate the world

system and begin to love the things of God: his

word (the Bible), his church, his doctrine, and all

that has to do with serving and praising him.

Ephesains 2:8 For by grace are ye saved

through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the

ŐŝŌ�ŽĨ�' ŽĚ͗ ��ϵ��E Žƚ�ŽĨ�ǁ ŽƌŬƐ͕ �ůĞƐƚ�ĂŶǇ�ŵĂŶ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�
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When the cross is considered, it is assumed

that our minds will immediately go to the cross on

which Jesus died. That work that he did on the

cross was one of the most tremendous miracles

that has ever taken place. This gives great value to

the work of Christ on the cross.

t ŚĞŶ�WĂƵů�ƐƉĞĂŬ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƌŽƐƐ�ŝŶ�' ĂůĂƟĂŶƐ�ϲ ͗ ϭϰ��

But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross

of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is cruci-

fied unto me, and I unto the world, he is speaking,

not of the wooden cross alone but of the act of

ƌĞĚĞŵƉƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�:ĞƐƵƐ�ďƌŽƵŐŚƚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ŚŝƐ�

death on the cross. Again, this gives great value to

the cross of Jesus Christ.

Some people, however, put great value on the

ĐƌŽƐƐ�ŝƚƐĞůĨ͕ �ŶŽƚ�ƚĂŬŝŶŐ�ŝŶƚŽ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĐƚ�ŽĨ�

God when Jesus was on the cross, bruising Jesus
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what it means. It is not the cross itself (the wooden

cross) but the preaching of the cross (the work of

Christ upon it) that causes people to oppose it.

1 Corinthians 1:18 For the preaching of the

cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us

which are saved it is the power of God. The wood-

en cross has no power in it, so we are not to trust

the cross around the neck or the trinket in a box.

We are only to trust the One who died on that

wooden cross, turn from our sins, and believe upon

the one who died that we might have life.

Paul was intent upon preaching the cross. So

he says in the text above (1 Cor. 1:18). If he does

not preach it, then there is no offense of the cross. 

It is only when we preach the cross (and the one

who died upon it) that brings an offense. See Gala-

ƟĂŶƐ�ϱ͗ ϭϭ��And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumci-

ƐŝŽŶ͕ �ǁ ŚǇ�ĚŽ�/�ǇĞƚ�ƐƵī Ğƌ�ƉĞƌƐĞĐƵƟŽŶ͍ �ƚŚĞŶ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�

offence of the cross ceased. Paul in these verse says

ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĞ�ŵĂǇ�ƉƌĞĂĐŚ�ĐŝƌĐƵŵĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƐĂůǀ ĂƟŽŶ͖ �ƚŚĞŶ�

the Jews would not be offensive to him. But if he 

preaches the cross, the offense will come. The 

world hates the message of the cross and the Gos-

pel, which expresses Christ’s work on the cross, his

ďƵƌŝĂů͕�ĂŶĚ�ŚŝƐ�ƌĞƐƵƌƌĞĐƟŽŶ͘

There are also enemies of the cross: Philippi-

ans 3:18 (For many walk, of whom I have told you

ŽŌĞŶ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ŶŽǁ �ƚĞůů�ǇŽƵ�Ğǀ ĞŶ�ǁ ĞĞƉŝŶŐ͕�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�

the enemies of the cross of Christ: These enemies

love their own works and righteousness. They be-

ůŝƩ ůĞ�' ŽĚ�ĂŶĚ��ŚƌŝƐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚƌǇ�ƚŽ�ďƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŵ�ĚŽǁ Ŷ�ƚŽ�

man’s level. They do not see the miracle in the

work of Jesus on the cross, so they disdain the

cross and all for which it stands.

^Ž͕ �ǁ Ğ�ŵĂǇ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƚŽ�ƐƵī Ğƌ�ƉĞƌƐĞĐƵƟŽŶ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�

for our transgressions and bringing us (those of us

ǁ ŚŽ�ďĞůŝĞǀ ĞͿ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƌĞĐŽŶĐŝůŝĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�' ŽĚ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵͲ

ƉƵƟŶŐ�ƌŝŐŚƚĞŽƵƐŶĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞůŝĞǀ ĞƌƐ�ďǇ�ŚŝƐ�ůĞŐĂů�ĚĞĐůĂͲ

ƌĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ǁ ŚŽ�ďĞůŝĞǀ Ğ�ĂƌĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚĞŽƵƐ͕ �ŶŽƚ�ďǇ�

our own righteousness but of that righteousness

which God imputes to us through his Son, Jesus.

Lost of the world are going about to establish

their own righteousness — Romans 10:3 For they

being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going

about to establish their own righteousness, have

ŶŽƚ�ƐƵďŵŝƩ ĞĚ�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀ ĞƐ�ƵŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚĞŽƵƐŶĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�

God. It must be the righteousness of God through

his Son, Jesus, that brings us to God. Philippians 3:9

And be found in him, not having mine own right-

eousness, which is of the law, but that which is

through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which

is of God by faith:

Some people put much confidence in the small 

ĐƌŽƐƐĞƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ǁ ŽŽĚ͕ �Ɛŝůǀ Ğƌ͕�ŐŽůĚ͕ �Žƌ�ƉůĂƐƟĐ͖�

but the cross of Christ is not a cross that you put

around your neck or that you wear on your wrist

on a bracelet or even one that you may build and

display in your yard or out in a field.

The cross of Christ has more value than that.

His cross was an experience, not just a thing, a

cross that stood on a hill far away. References to

the cross in the Bible are references to a work of

God through Jesus, who took my sins upon himself

and died the death of the cross (Philippians 2:8).

This death was an individual and exclusive death

upon that one cross which was designed just for

Jesus. Its significance is not in the wood of which it 

is made but upon the body that God prepared to

die upon it.

That is why many people oppose the cross and

of the cross of Christ, because we preach it to eve-

ry creature. Each man, woman, boy, and girl needs

to hear the good news of the cross of Jesus Christ,

not of its looks or of its monetary price or beauty,

but on its worth because of what transpired upon

ŝƚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�:ĞƐƵƐ��ŚƌŝƐƚ͘ �' ĂůĂƟĂŶƐ�ϲ ͗ ϭϮ��As many as

desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they con-

strain you to be circumcised; only lest they should

ƐƵī Ğƌ�ƉĞƌƐĞĐƵƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƌŽƐƐ�ŽĨ��ŚƌŝƐƚ.

To believe the Gospel, then, is not to be bap-

ƟǌĞĚ͕ �ƚŽ�ũŽŝŶ�Ă�ůŽĐĂů�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕ �ƚŽ�ĚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�ǇŽƵ�ĐĂŶ͕ �

or to learn much theology. To believe the Gospel

means that you believe what it teaches us, that

Jesus Christ died, was buried, and resurrected the

third day according to the scriptures (1 Cor. 15:1-

4).

Otherwise the cross of Christ is of no effect:  1 

Corinthians 1:17 &Žƌ��ŚƌŝƐƚ�ƐĞŶƚ�ŵĞ�ŶŽƚ�ƚŽ�ďĂƉƟǌĞ͕�

but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of

words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of

none effect.

When the cross is believed and applied to a life

in the correct way, it makes a change in a person,

dividing him from the world and giving him a love

ĨŽƌ��ŚƌŝƐƚ͕ �ŚŝƐ�ǁ ŽƌĚ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ŚŝƐ�ǁ ŽƌŬ͘�' ĂůĂƟĂŶƐ�ϲ ͗ ϭϰ��

But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross

of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is cruci-

fied unto me, and I unto the world.

When Jesus was crucified, I was crucified with 

him, and that crucifixion both kills me to the flesh 

ĂŶĚ�Őŝǀ ĞƐ�ŵĞ�ůŝĨĞ�ĞƚĞƌŶĂů͘��' ĂůĂƟĂŶƐ�Ϯ͗ ϮϬ��I am cru-

cified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 

Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in

the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 

loved me, and gave himself for me.


