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Theology — Lesson 1

By Pastor Dr. Ronnie Wolfe

THE EXISTENCE OF GOD

Genesis 1:1

Matter had to come from something; it could not haraefrom itself.

Matter cannot be eternal, because it is constaendéigging; and it is deteriorating.

Life cannot come from non-life. This is called sfam@ous generation, and it is impossible.
There is intelligence in every creation. Where dislititelligence come from?

Even a simple cell is filled with information. Thigormation has to come from somewhere;
we believe it comes from God.

Our universe has order: (1) geology, (2) astronomy, @pany, (5) agronomy, (6) biology,
(7) botany, (8) horticulture, (9) zoology, etc.

Where did the conscience and will come from?

Until the mid 1800's (9century) the existence of God was just assumed, btdlching of
certain philosophers and especially of Charles Darmththe theory of evolution has brought
doubt about God into the minds of many.

Some truth is known from observation, but a “firatht has no beginning. A first truth
comes from God, and one of those truths is the trutheaition.

Which world is real? that which you know in your dreaonghat which you know after
you awake from a dream? How do you know? You know, becaodeexists and brings
reason into perspective when we are awake.

We cannot prove from the Bible that God exists; wsetrassume that he exists. But that
assumption rests on a strong belief and an undenialdtebtatiuse of the evidence given
to us in nature.

Even the heathen believe in a superior being, althibagdy be an idol.
The Character of God

a. Invisible
i. Col 1:15 Who is the image of the invisible God, thstfiorn of every creature:



o

ii. 1Ti1:17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invigibthe only wise God, [be]
honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

iii. Heb 11:27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing thathrof the king: for he
endured, as seeing him who is invisible.

Immutable (Unchangeable)

i. Mal 3:6 For | [am] the LORD, | change not; therefgeesons of Jacob are not
consumed.

ii. Heb 13:8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to mhypaever.

Omnipotent (all powerful)

i. Ge 17:1 1 And when Abram was ninety years old and tieel ORD appeared to
Abram, and said unto him, | [am] the Almighty God; wadkdre me, and be thou
perfect.

Omnipresent (all present)

I. Ps 97:5 The hills melted like wax at the presence®iDRD, at the presence of the
Lord of the whole earth.

ii. Da 2:35 Then was the iron, the clay, the brasssiftier, and the gold, broken to
pieces together, and became like the chaff of the sutimeshingfloors; and the wind
carried them away, that no place was found for thenhtlae stone that smote the
image became a great mountain, and filled the whola.eart

Omniscient (all knowing)

I. Psalm 139:7-16



Theology — Lesson 2

By Pastor Dr. Ronnie Wolfe

JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD

His Pre-existence

A.
B.
. His Incarnation
A.
B.

C.

John 1:1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2 The same was in the beginning with God.
Colossians 1:1And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.

John 1:14And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

1 Tim. 1:15This [is] a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christude

came into the worldo save sinners; of whom | am chief

Eph 4:1(He that_descended the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that
he might fill all things.)

. John 8:23And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; | am from above: ye arg of thi

world; I am not of this world

1 Peter 4:Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the fl@msh yourselves
likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the liletshceased from sin;

1 John 4:Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confessethlédsais

Christ is come in the flesh is of Gg&ee also 1 John 4:3; 2 John 1:7).

His Sinlessness

Heb 4:15For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as [we are, yathout sin.

. Heb 9:28So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look

for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.

1 Peter 2:22Vho did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:

Heb 7:26For such an high priest became us, [who is] holy, harmless, undefiled,
separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens;

His Work

Of Creation

1. Genesis 1:1

2. Colossians 1:16-17

. Of Salvation

1. Luke 19:10For the Son of man is come_to seek and to g&tevhich was lost.

2. 1 Tim. 1:15This [is] a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinnefsvhom | am chief.

3. Acts 4:12Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name unde
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

Of Redemption (make a purchase)

1. Gal. 4:4-5But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made
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of a woman, made under the law, 5 To redeem them that were under,ttieatame

might receive the adoption of sons

a. exagorazo (Gal. 4:5) — To purchase out of the slave maskeer to be on sale
again.

b. Agorazo — Market, or slave market

c. Lutros—To loose

d. Apolutros — To loose away from

2. 1 Peter 1:18-1%orasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible
things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradibm
your fathers; 19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb witilentish
and without spot[LUTROS: to loose].

3. Heb 10:4For [it is] not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take
away sins. . . vs 1But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever,
sat down on the right hand of God;

D. His Death, Burial and Resurrection

1. 1 Cor. 15:1Moreover, brethren, | declare unto you the gospel which | preached unto
you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 2 By wiocyeadse
saved, if ye keep in memory what | preached unto you, unless ye havediel
vain. 3 For | delivered unto you first of all that which | also reed, how that
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 4 And that hdowaed, and
that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:

2. 1 Tim. 3:16And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was
manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, pegagnto the
Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory

E. His Intercession

1. Romans 8:2&ikewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know raitwe
should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercessiarsforth
groanings which cannot be uttered.

2. Rom. 8:34Nho [is] he that condemneth? [It is] Christ that died, yea rather, ithat
risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercéssi
us.

3. Job 9:3Neither is there any daysman betwixt us, [that] might lay his hand upon us
both. A daysman is an intercessor, one who goes betwdawyar, a representative.

F. His Return

1. Heb 9:2850 Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that
look for him shall he appear the second twwighout sin unto salvatian

2. John 14:3And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again, and receive you
unto myself; that where | am, [there] ye may be also

V. His Reign — Ruler of a New Heaven and Earth
A. He is King of Saints — Rev 1548nd they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and
the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous [are] thy works, LaddABnighty;
just and true [are] thy ways, thou King of saints
B. He is King of the Jews — Matt 2Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for




we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him

. He is King of Kings — 1 Tim. 6:1%/hich in his times he shall shew, [who is] the blessed

and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of Ip&ke also Rev. 17:14 and 19:16.

. He is King of righteousness and peace — Hell@:&hom also Abraham gave a tenth

part of all; first being by interpretation King of righteousness, and dftat also King of
Salem, which is, King of peace;
His Character

. He is omnipotent — Matt 28:18nd Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is

given unto me in heaven and in earth

. He is omniscient —

1. Matt 11:27All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the
Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, atal [he]
whomsoever the Son will reveal [him]

2. John 10:14 am the good shepherd, and know my [sheep], and am known of mine

. He is omnipresent —

1. John 3:13And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from
heaven, [even] the Son of man which is in heaven

2. Matt 28:20Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen.



Theology - Lesson 3

By Pastor Dr. Ronnie Wolfe

THE HOLY SPIRIT - PNEUMATOLOGY

Personality Of The Holy Spirit

A.

He is the Spirit of truth — John 14:]Fven] the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot
receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but yehkmowor he dwelleth
with you, and shall be in you.

B. He is the Comforter — John 14:26
C.
D. He works in us — 1 Corinthians 12:11

He searches the deep things of God — 1 Corinthians 2:10-11

Work Of The Holy Spirit

moowp»

Reproving the world — John 16:7-13

Helps our weaknesses (infirmities) — Romans 8:26
Gifts of the Holy Spirit — Heb. 2:4

Holy Spirit speaks through God’s word — Heb. 3:7
Holy Spirit originated the Scriptures — 2 Peter 1:21

Deity Of The Holy Spirit

He is called The Third Person of the Trinity
1. God is the first Person

2. Jesus is the second Person

3. Holy Spirit is the third Person

4. We see this in the instructions for baptism: Mati2&o ye therefore, and teach all

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy

Ghost

He is Omnipresent (all present)

1. Psalm 139:Whither shall | go from thy spirit? or whither shall | flee from thy
presence?

2. Eph 2:17And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that
were nigh. 18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the. Fathe

He is Omniscient (omni-science) (all knowledge)
1. 1Cor. 2:10-11

. He is Omnipotent (all powerful)

1. Luke 1:35
2. Rom. 8:11

. He is Eternal

1. Hebrews 9:3-8
He is Creator

1. Genesis 1:2

2. Job 26:13



3. Psalm 104:30

. He works Miracles

1. Matthew 12:28
2. 1Cor. 12:9-11

. He is to be Worshiped

1. Romans 9:1
2. Revelationl:4
3. Matthew 28:19

HOLY SPIRIT AND THE CHURCH

. Baptism of the Holy Spirit

1. Day of Pentecost upon the first local church.
2. This was for power and accreditation.
3. Acts Chapter 2

. Indwelling of the Holy Spirit in the church

1. Leadership into membership — 1 Cor. 118 by one Spirit are we all baptized into
one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond arfoeeave been
all made to drink into one Spirit.

2. Indwelling in perpetuity — Matt 28:ZDeaching them to observe all things whatsoever
| have commanded you: and, lo, | am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the
world. Amen



Theology - Lesson 4

By Pastor Dr. Ronnie Wolfe

SOTERIOLOGY - STUDY OF SALVATION

THE MEANING OF SOTERIOLOGY

A.
B.

C.

Om>

nmo

The Greek word for “to save” is SOTER

The Greek word LOGOS, from which we get “ology” medaswledge,” literally “a
word.”

So Soteriology is “ the study of salvation.”

. “SAVED” MENTIONED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

The word “saved” is used 57 times in the New Testament

The word “save” is used 62 times in the New Testament

The word “saving” is used once of the soul in Hebr&®:89 (See also Heb. 11:7)
1. Not all of these words speak of salvation of the dmutlmost do.

The word “salvation” is used 43 times in the New Tiestat.

So the word in one form or another is mentioned ¥62siin the New Testament.
So this subject is a very important subject.

USE OF THE WORD “SAVED”

Matt 19:25When his disciples heard [it], they were exceedingly amazed, sayimgthen
can be saved?

Luke 7:50And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace.

Luke 8:12Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, atid take
away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved.

. John 3:1For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the

world through him might be saved.

Acts 2:21And it shall come to pass, [that] whosoever shall call on the name abthe
shall be saved'See Rom. 10:13)

Acts 4:12Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name unde
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

. Acts 15:11But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ webghall

saved, even as they.

. Rom. 5:9Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved fedm wr

through him.

1 Cor 1:18For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; butisinto
which are saved it is the power of God.

Eph 2:8~or by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves} {itagift

of God:

2 Tim. 1:9Who hath saved us, and called [us] with an holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us inJelstist
before the world began,



SOME THEOLOGY TERMS ABOUT SALVATION

. Redemption — The purchase price that Jesus paid for cur siis blood.

1. Eph. 1:7;Col. 1:14

. Justification — A declaration that we are just (righgjore God.

1. Rom. 5:9

. Regeneration — (Born again)

1. John 3:3esus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, | say unto theepEx
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of (Sa@ also John 3:7)

2. 1 Peter 1:2Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the
word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.

. Predestination — “To determine beforehand” — Rom. Bi#9vhom he did foreknow, he

also did predestinate [to be] conformed to the image of his Son, that hebaitid
firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, theso he
called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justiféed,he also
glorified. (See also Eph. 1:11)

. Election — “Chosen” — Eph 1#lccording as he hath chosen us in him before the

foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him:in love

. Sanctification — “To set apart”

1. John 17:1Banctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

2. Ac 26:18To open their eyes, [and] to turn [them] from darkness to light, and [from
the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and
inheritance among them which are sanctified by fdtht is in me.

. Glorification — “To be made like unto God'’s glory”

1. Rom. 8:17And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint—heirs with Chiistp
be that we suffer with [him], that we may be also glorified together.
2. This will happen when we are taken out of the world@aded in Heaven with God

and his Son, Jesus Christ.

a. A New Body — Phil. 3:2Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned
like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is ablda@ven
subdue all things unto himself.

b. At Christ's Coming Again — Titus 2:13oking for that blessed hope, and the
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;
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Theology #5
“What Is the Bible” — Bibliology
By Dr. Voddie Baucham

The Bible is a reliable collection of historical documents
written down by eye witnesses during the lifetime of other ¢gesses
that report to us supernatural events,
most of which took place in fulfillment of specific prophecies
and who claim their writings are divine rather than human in origin.

Definition

A.

The Bible is a reliable collection of historickcuments . . .
1. 2 Peter 1:16ff
2. Gal. 1:12; Heb. 1:1-2
3. Not Gilgamesh
Written down by eye witnesses during the lifetim@tifer eye witnesses
1. 1John1:1-3
2. 1 Cor. 15 — Resurrection appearances . . . remain uwtil no
3. Different languages; over 6,000 Greek manuscripts
4. Commentaries on the Bible — 95% of the New Testaowiitl be developed through
just commentaries on the Bible: Syriac, Coptic, etc.
That report to us supernatural events (John 17)
1. Mount of Transfiguration — not human, but supernatural
2. Blind, lame from birth, issue of blood many years.
3. Friday dead; Sunday risen
Most of which took place in fulfillment of specificqgwhecies
1. Jesus on the cross — Psalm 22; Jesus our Shepherd — Psa@isu83esurrected — Psalm 24
2. Blood and water — punctured tbericardium
3. Prophetic word made more sure (more sure prophecy)
And who claim their writings are divine rather thamman in origin (20)
1. “Thus saith the Lord”
2. “God said to Abraham”
3. Is what is written reliable?
a. Three languages
b. Three continents
c. Over 40 writers most of whom never met one another.
d. Written over a period of 1500 years
e. One single story develops

. Proof Of Science

A. You don't use scientific methods to prove historicagdrés.
B. Scientific: observable, measurable, and repeatable.
C. You cannot use the scientific method to prove thair@eWashington was our first

president.
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D. We use courtroom principles
1. Do we have any eye witnesses? Yes
2. Do these witnesses tell the same story? Yes
3. Fulfiled prophecies — physical evidence
4. No external evidence against Bible claims.
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Theology #6

Pastor Dr. Ronnie Wolfe — 8/23/2012

ANTHROPOLOGY
The Study of Man

. MAN’'S CREATION
A. God Decreed It.
1. Decree — An authoritative order having the force wf la
2. See Genesis 1:26
B. God Declared It
1. Genesis 1:27
C. God’s Method Of Man’s Creation
1. Not by evolution
a. If evolution is true, themattermust be eternal; it must have always been and must
always continue to be.
b. Where does the knowledge come in order for evolutidkrtow” how to evolve?
(1) Giraffe: evolved to have a long neck
(2) Wikipedia: “Platypus” — “The unusual appearance of this egggavenomous,
duck-billed, beaver-tailed, otter-footed mammal baffledogean naturalists
when they first encountered it, with some considetirg ielaborate fraud. It is
one of the few venomous mammals, the male platypuadavspur on the hind
foot that delivers a venom capable of causing sevengt@diumans.” Where
did he get his information to be thus formed?
c. There is a distinct difference between animals amagins.
(1) Humans evolve (in a sense) from infant to adult,
(2) Humans are capable of invention: from walking to é@sit® automobiles to
airplanes, etc.
(3) Birds are still building nests the same way they leweays built them.
(4) Seven ways that man is different from animals
(a) Brute is conscious; man is self-conscious
(b) Brute has percepts; man has concepts
(c) Brute has no language; man has language
(d) Brute forms no judgments; man thinks “this is like that
(e) Brute has no reasoning; man thinks “this follovat'tiiconclusion)
(A Brute has no intuition; man recognizes space, teaase, effect, right,
wrong
(g) Brute has determination; man has self-determination
(5) “The baby new to earth and sky, What time his tepdén is pressed Against
the circle of the breast, has never thought that ighi.”
2. God created all thingsx nihilg which means “out of nothing.”
3. God spoke the world into existence
a. Gen. 1:3And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.
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b.

See Psalm 33:6-11

4. We have an eye witness of the creation, JesustCluim 1:1
5. Man became a living soul, Gen. 2:7
6. Three verbs:

a.

b.
C.

d.

See Isa 43:Even every one that is called by my name: for | have crdatedor

my glory, | have formelim; yea, | have madam.

First verbcreated— Hebrew BARA: Produced out of nothing.

Second verlformed— Hebrew ASAH: Caused man to exist in his appointed form
and fashion.

Third verb:made— Hebrew YATZAR: Completed his dispositions and his human
tendencies.

D. MAN’'S ORIGINAL CONDITION
1. Possessed the image of God: Gen. 1:27; 5:1; 9:6

a.
b.

C.

d.

This is not a physical likeness. See John 4:24

We are in the image of God in that we have intelbge morality, will, emotions,
and reasoning.

Trichotomy —

(1) God is manifested in three parts: Father, Son, aryl $forit

(2) Man is manifested in three parts: body, soul, and spiri

(3) See 1 Thess. 5:23

Man originally possessed a holy nature

(1) Ecclesiastes 7:29; Genesis 2:15; Romans 5:12, 14

E. MAN'S FALL (lapsarian) — Genesis 3
1. Man was not created a sinner — Ecclesiastes 7:29
2. But man fell into sin — Gen. 3:1-6; Romans 5:12; Rom. 5:13-T9n. 2:14
3. There was a tempter: Satan — See Gen. 3:1
4. There was a temptation: First to the woman,

a.
b.
c.

Satan questioned God’s word
The woman gave in to the devil and ate the fruit,. G 7
She gave to her husband, and he did eat

5. The results of the Fall

~0 Q0o

g.

They became naked, Gen. 3:7

They were cast out of the Garden of Eden, Gen. 3:23-24
Pain in child birth, Gen. 3:16

Made all men sinners, Rom. 5:12

Brought physical and eternal death, Gen. 2:17

Satan cursed, Gen. 3:14

Christ promised, Gen. 3:15; Rom. 5:19

F. ORIGIN OF THE SOUL OF MAN
1. Where does man’s soul come from?
a. Adam’s came from original creation, Gen. 2:7; 1 Cor435:
2. Where does a person’s soul come when he is conceiddoban?
a. Creationism
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(1) Some believe that each time a baby is conceia#d3bd creates a new soul.
(2) We know that the soul is eternal: Matt 104&1 fear not them which kill the
body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is @ble

destroy both soul and body in hell.
(3) Scriptures for Creationism: Isaiah 57:1ie souls that | have madéechariah
12:1Jehovah . . . who formeth the spirit of man within.him
(4) Problems with this theory
(a) A child is much like one or both of his parentsisixdwn soul — “Like
father, like son” is not referring only to the body higo to the soul.
(b) This theory may make God responsible for creatingph@yil, since every
man is a sinner when he is conceived and born.
b. Traducianism
(1) In conception of a baby, both body and soul are mag&assing from parent to
child. We received our sinful nature from Adam, our foratent.
(2) Only once did God breathe into man’s nostrils, and b&came a living soul,
Genesis 2:7
(3) Romans 5:12Vherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death
by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

G. MAN’'S END

1.

2.

3.
4.

Man must die: Heb 9:2&nd as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the
judgment:

Man must give an account: Romans 148b2hen every one of us shall give account
of himself to God.

Man goes “the way of all the earth” — Joshua 23:14; 1 Kirigs This means death.

Man goes either to punishment or life eternal: M&t46And these shall go away into
everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.
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Theology #7

By Pastor Dr. Ronnie Wolfe — 9-8-2012
FAITH

Sola Fida
A. This is a Latin expression, and it means “onlyhfdit
B. Baptists have always believed that salvation i&lblg alone.
C. Scriptures
1. Rom 3:2ZEven_the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus @htestall and
upon all them that believe: for there is no difference:
2. Rom 5:1 fTherefore being justified by faitkve have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ:
3. Gal 3:26For ye are all the children of God by faitth Christ Jesus.
4. The paradox of James 2:24 Ye see then how that by w&aries is justified, and not
by faith only.
a. This passage is teaching us what faith is.
(1) There is a dead faith
(2) There is a devilish faith
(3) There is a dynamic (living) faith
b. This justification is before men, not before God.

. Kinds Of Faith

A. Historical Faith
1. Intellectual acceptance of the truth of Scripture
a. Acts 26:2King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? | know that thou believest.
b. Jas 2:19hou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also
believe, and tremble.
B. Temporal Faith
1. Persuasion of truth that affects our emotions andcente.
2. Matt 13:20But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is hedheth
the word, and anon with joy receiveth it;
3. This is temporary faith (not real, true, spirituatHgiwhich does not last.
4. This temporary faith is grounded in emotional life ageks personal enjoyment rather
than the glory of God.
C. True Saving Faith
1. Seated in the heart, not just the mind or the emmtion
2. ltis a gift of God (Eph. 2:8-10)
3. “A certain conviction, wrought in the heart by thelj{Spirit, as to the truth of the
gospel, and a hearty reliance on the promises of GGdrist” (Louis Berkof)

Elements of Faith
A. The Element of Knowledge
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Faith is an insight into the truths of the Christialigion (Berkof)
We must know before we can believe (have faith).
3. Eph 1:13n whom ye also [trusted], after that ye heard the word of truthgtispel of
your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were seélethat holy
Spirit of promise,
4. After we have been saved by faith, our faith willgretronger and stronger as we get
more and more knowledge about God and Christ through thd @f@sod, the Bible.
B. The Element of Emotion
1. Once a person knows the truth and believes the trutielgpirit of God, “He is
conscious of a personal interest in the truth, and relsp it with a hearty assent
(agreement).”
C. The Element of Volition (our Will)
1. Our willis also a part of faith in Christ.
2. Psalm 110:3hy people [shall be] willing in the day of thy poyvwer the beauties of
holiness from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy. youth
3. Salvation is not just a choice; it is a miracleref grace of God (Eph. 2:8-10)
4. But our will is involved.. You choose him, becauseliese you (Eph. 1:4; 2 Thess.
2:13)
5. 1 John 4:1%e love him, because he first loved us.

N

The Object Of Faith

In general, the object of our faith is the word ad>the Bible

The specific object of our faith is Jesus Christ.

1. John 14:1 1et not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.
2. John 3:15That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.

>

. Catholic View of Faith

A. A simple acceptance of truth — an agreement of doctmietrue, spiritual faith.

B. Faith is not completely in Chrisut faith in the Catholic Church, Marthe mother of
Jesus, and the saintdc.

Assurance of Faith

oOm>

Most people have no real assurance (security) in fdugh.
You may ask “Are you saved?”; they will say “I think,’sor “I hope so.”
Those who believe that they can “fall from grafle5e their salvation) do not have
assurance of salvation.
D. We can be sure of our salvation.

1. 1 John 5:13hese things have | written unto you that believe on the name of the Son
of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye maydeh the
name of the Son of God

2. 2 Tim. 1:12For the which cause | also suffer these things: nevertheless | am not
ashamed: for | know whom | have believed, and am persuaded that he is aa@p to k
that which | have committed unto him against that day

17



3. John 5:24/erily, verily, | say unto you, He that heareth my word, and behewve
him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemmatias;
passed from death unto life.
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Theology #8

By Pastor Dr. Ronnie Wolfe — 9-13-2012

ECCLESIOLOGY - STUDY OF THE CHURCH

|. False Ideas About The Church
A. The Universal, Visible Church

1.

2.

3.

This is the Catholic idea that the church is compos$adl who are physical (real)
members of the Catholic Church around the world.

The Catholic Church is their head, and the Churcluicist them what they are to
believe. They cannot interpret the Bible on theindwt must be taught by the priests
and others.

The head of this church is the Roman Catholic Pope.

B. The Universal, Invisible Church

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

This idea came into existence during the ProtestdntiRation.

This was a time when people in the Catholic Churate wging to reform the Catholic

Church to be more like the church in the Bible.

Because they did not believe in the Catholic Chutay, tould not, then, believe in the

universal, visible church.

So they came up with the idea that there is a uniyarsisible church.

a. Instead of being a real, physical church with reajsipal members of a church like
the Catholic Church, they thought of every believahenworld and said that every
who is saved is in the “big church,” or the “univerdalirch.”

b. This is not a physical, real church but a spirituarch; therefore, it is invisible.

There is no scripture (Bible verses) that teachiss th

C. The National Church

1.
2.

The Church of England is a national church with thg kmits head.
Also the Roman Catholic Church believes that theeR® the head of the Catholic
Church, and the Catholic Church is to be the headerl/estate.

D. The Denominational Church

1.

Lutheran, Presbyterian, Methodist, Nazarene, Cimis€ommunity, Non-
denominational, Inter-denominational, Bible Churcls,,ednd some Baptist churches.

[I. THE NATURE OF THE CHURCH
A. The word in the New Testament for “church” is thee€k word EKKLESIA.

1.
2.
3.

4.

In the Greek it looks like this: ekkAeala

The word means “a local assembly.”

Any assembly is an “ekklesia.” A mob (Acts 19:32)pwar council (Acts 19:39); a

fire brigade (per B. H. Carroll).

The word “ekklesia” used three ways in scripture

a. Abstract (or generic) usage — Eph. 3:1, 21 - “the chutbk’girplane, the
automobile, the home)

b. Prospective (or future) usage — Heb 1Zf@3he general assembly and church of
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the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all caihe t
spirits of just men made perfect
c. The particular usage, pointing to specific, individual chesc

(1) Acts 8:1And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a
great persecution against the church which was at Jerusaaththey were
all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the
apostles

(2) Churches — Acts 15:44And he went through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the
churches.

. Main Scripture is Matthew 16:18

1. First mention of “church” in the New Testament
2. Jesus calls it “my church” to show the differenceMeein his and others.
3. Some assemblies are “the synagogue of Satan” (Rev. 2:9)

. The Origin of the Church

1. Originated in the life of Jesus Christ

2. Originated by the Lord Jesus Christ himself

3. Originated to be perpetuated‘the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” tMa
16:18).

4. So, from its beginning, the Lord’s church has beaxistence unto today.

. The Church Is Local

1. “Tellit to the church” — Matt 18:1And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell [it] unto
the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto theae lasathen

man and a publican.

2. The church is a body

a. Col 1:24WVho now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind
of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, wisithe church

b. Members in particular — 1 Cor 12:Rlbw ye are the body of Christ, and members
in particular.

c. Many members in one body — Rom. 1Eat as we have many members in one
body, and all members have not the same office:

d. We are baptized into that one body — 1 Cor 1Edr3by one Spirit are we all
baptized into one body, whether [we be] Jews or Gentiles, whethdreweond or
free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit

e. Notice Eph. 4:4-5There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one
hope of your calling; 5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism,

COMPARED TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD

. The church of God is ruled under Christ through the mesntiethe church in a

democratic way — The kingdom of God is under the dominianlafg.

. Christ is the head of the church — He is the King dngespiritual Kingdom. See “kingdom

of God” in Matthew Chapter 13.

1“Pergetuate”— to preserve from extinction or oblivion: to perpetuate’'s name.
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We are born into the Kingdom of God — JohnXBe5us answered, Verily, verily, | say unto
thee, Except a man be born of water and [of] the Spirit, he cannot erdeghenkingdom
of God.

. We are baptized into the church (1 Cor. 12:13)

A church is visible

The Kingdom of God is invisible — Luke 17:20-21 “the kingdor®oftl is within you.”

1. So all the saved are in the Kingdom of God, but nsaaitd are in the church of God.
2. The Kingdom of God is made up of all believers on tithed any particular time.

COMPARED TO THE FAMILY OF GOD

The church of God is local and visible, as we hdresady shown.

The family of God is invisible and universal — Eph. 31B4For this cause | bow my knees
unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 Of whom the whole femfiBaven and
earth is named,

The family of God is made up of all believers bothlmnearth and in heaven.

We are baptized into the church of God — 1 Cor. 12:13

We are adopted into the family of God — Rom. &tbbye have not received the spirit of
bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby, ibloa,
Father.

1. We are born into the Kingdom of God.

2. We are adopted into the Family of God.

3. We are baptized into the Church of God.
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Theology #9

By Pastor Dr. Ronnie Wolfe — 9-21-2012

THE TWO CHURCH ORDINANCES: BAPTISM & LORD’S SUPPER
FIRST: BAPTISM

THE WORD BAPTIZE / BAPTISM
A. The New Testament is written in Greek.
B. The Greek name for baptizefari{w (baptizo). The “z” is pronounced like “dz.”

1.
2.

3.

4.

This is a Greek verb and means “to baptize.”

The word literally means: “to dip repeatedly, to imseeto submerge (of vessels
sunk)” — Strong’s Concordance.

So, to baptize means to “immerse, or submerge” putainder, in this place under
water.

This excludes sprinkling (rantize) or pouring.

C. The Greek name for baptisnpartiopa (baptisma)

1.
2.

This word is the same word, except it is a noun idsbéa verb.
Baptism is one of the two church ordinances: baptisihiard’'s Supper.

D. Translation of the Word

1.
2.

3.

4.

In 1611 our King James Bible was translated from thed4el®T) and Greek (NT).
Some say that, when the translators came to tind fer baptism, they simply changed
Greek letters into English letters (transliteratianyl made a new word.

But this is not so. The word “baptize” and “baptisn@revalready in use, and the
translators actually translated the word; they did raotdliterate it.

This is important only for those who study the manptof the Bible and translation
practices, etc.

. BAPTISM IS A CHURCH ORDINANCE

A. It Is Not A Christian Ordinance

1.
2.

3.

There is a difference in a church ordinance and at@miordinance.

Actually there is no such thing as a Christian ordieariT here are only two ordinances
(practices or traditions; practices that should be dgaeand again throughout the
history of the churches).

These two ordinances, baptism and the Lord’s Suppethareh ordinances

B. Therefore, these ordinances should be done in thelchyrthe church.

1.

2.

Open Communion — All believers may observe these amdes without being a
member or becoming a member of a local church.

Close Communion — All believers of one denominatsutlki as Baptists) may
participate in the ordinances (especially the Lord’s Syppignout being a member of
the particular church which is observing the ordinance.

Closed Communion — Only believers in a particular chardre becoming members of
that church are permitted to observe these ordinances.

a. This is the one we practice here at First Baptisir€h.
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b. Why:
c. Because of discipline
(1) 1 Cor 11:20N/hen ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat
the Lord’'s supper The word “not” can mean “cannot” eat the Lord’s Suppe
(2) 1 Cor. 11:28ut let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread,
and drink of that cup
(3) Rom. 16:1MNow | beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and
offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them
d. Because of communion
(1) 1 Cor. 10:16-17The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion
of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the commaihion
the body of Christ? 17 For we being many are one bread, and one body: for
we are all partakers of that one bread

1. REQUIREMENTS FOR SCRIPTURAL BAPTISM
A. There Must Be A Proper Candidate

1. The candidate is the person who is submitting to bezedpt This is a personal choice,
not one that is forced upon a person.

2. The candidate must receive the word of God (the gospets 2:41Then they that
gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there wereladddatdem
about three thousand souls

3. The candidate must believe in Jesus Christ as S&wats:8:36-37 And as they went
on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, Segs Water;
what doth hinder me to be baptized? 37 And Philip said, If thou believiestlwi
thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, | believe that hesissGhe
Son of God

4. So, the candidate must believe and be saved BEFORBAptized.

5. There a candidate cannot be a bdtsdebaptism

B. There Must Be A Proper Reason

1. Baptism is a figure only

a. 1 Peter 3:2The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the
putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good consceeweel t
God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ

2. Baptism pictures Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection

a. See Romans 6:4 above
C. There Must Be A Proper Administrator
1. Baptism must be done by the proper authority or adnatistr
2. Jesus gives command for baptism in Matthew 28:18-20
a. “Go ye therefore” — Christ has the authority, andstgpeaking here to his apostles.
The apostles made up the first local church on eartlo(1X2:28).

b. “Teach all nations” — This means to make discipleés. B/alker used to say “get
folks saved.”

c. “Baptizing them” — dipping them under the water completely.
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d.

“Father, Son, and Holy Ghost” —

(1) One dipping (baptism) - the word “name” is singular

(2) Representing three persons of the Trinity - namingdfaSon, Holy Ghost.
“Teaching them to observe” - Each local churclesponsible to teach each
member the word of God so they may grow thereby. &rRPe2As newborn
babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby

D. There Must Be A Proper Method
1. The method of baptism, expressed by the meaning @réwk word, is immersion
2. Immersion is defined as “baptism in which the whaldybof the person is submerged
in the water” -Dictionary.com
3. Baptism is a figure of a death, burial, & resurrection
a. Rom. 6:4Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as

b.

Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, evea alsov
should walk in newness of life

Remember three words: immersisabmersionand_emersiarDeath, burial and
resurrection of Christ.

E. Learn this fromthe word CRAM
1. Candidate - a person already saved
2. Reason - a symbol of the death, burial, and reswrecfiChrist and a new life.
3. Administrator - A local church must administer, or the baptism.
4. Method - The only method is immersion, submersiod,emersion.

IV. CHURCH PERPETUITY
A. Matt 28:20Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you: and,
lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen
B. The local church is to baptize people, and the Iduaiat is promised to continue to exist
until the end of the world.
C. So, Jesus’ kind of church has been here since hstmpjrand it will be here until the end
of the world.

V. WHAT DOES BAPTISM DO?
A. First, It Does Not Save
1. Problem Verses

a.

C.

Acts 2:38Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shalledhe gift of

the Holy Ghost

1 Peter 3:2The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the
putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good consceeweel t

God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ

Mark 16:16He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth
not shall be damned

2. Compare Scripture With Scripture

a.

Eph 2:8-10For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it
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VI.

B.

C.

Om>

is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 1Qvd-are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in them

b. Acts 10:43To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever
believeth in him shall receive remission of s{i@mpare with Acts 2:38)

Second, It Adds The Believer To The Church

1. Remember what we have already learned: We are (d)ifdorthe Kingdom, (2)
adopted into the Family, and (3) baptized into the Church.

2. 1 Cor 12:13For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one bodigether we be Jews
or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made tortorinie
Spirit.

3. The body is the church — Col. 1:®¢/ho now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill
up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh fobbdy’s sake,
which is the church:

a. Some say this isspiritual baptism, but there is no such thing.
b. We are baptized in water (by immersion) so thamag become a part of a local
church and observe the two ordinances, baptism andbttiksLSupper.

Third, Shows A Newness Of Live

1. Again we read Romans 6T4derefore we are buried with him by baptism into death:
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of ther-athen so we
also should walk in newness of life

SOME MORE OBSERVATIONS

The study of baptism is a very lengthy one. It coulektgears to study every aspect of it.
More people have died over differences of opinion guig than for any other reason.
Baptists used to be call@shabaptist because the Catholic church accused them of re-
baptizing people. Actually, they did not re-baptize, buy getually scripturally baptized
those who had been baptized the wrong way.

The prefix “ANA” was dropped around 1640, and we are nowea&haptists. This is
because of our belief on baptism.
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Theology #10

By Pastor Dr. Ronnie Wolfe — 10-7-2012

THE TWO CHURCH ORDINANCES: BAPTISM & LORD’S SUPPER
SECOND: LORD’S SUPPER

I. THE SUPPER IS NOT A SACRAMENT
A. What is a sacrament? According to the Catholie€asm it is’A sacrament is a visible
sign or action instituted by Christ to give grace.”
B. Faith is given by grace; it does not come through epedi (Eph. 2:8-10; Rom. 6:23)

[I. THE SUPPER IS A SYMBOLIC ORDINANCE
A. This opposes the idea that the body and blood of Jesutually present in the bread and
wine.

1.

2.

3.

Catholicism believes that, when the priest says/bigls of consecration over the bread
and wine that they miraculously turn into the actual banaty blood of Jesus.

This is taken from John 6:38hoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath
eternal life; and | will raise him up at the last day

But in John 6:63 we readt is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing:
the words that | speak unto you, they are spirit, and [they] are life

Catholicism teaches that we partake of Christ thralgteucharist, which means
thankfulness, or gratefulnesd he first part of the word EU means “good.” The
second part means “gift.” In other words, “the good dgjigrally.

But we actually partake of Christ Jesus through faige J®hn 6:4¥erily, verily, |

say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life

The doctrine of Transubstantiatitgaches that the body and blood of Christ are actual
and real in the bread and wine after the priest saywdrids of consecration.

The doctrine of Consubstantiatiteaches that the body and blood of Christ are in the
bread and wine spiritually after the priest says hisd&@f consecration.

“After the Consecration, what were bread and wieenarlonger bread and wine,
although our senses continue to perceive them as subhalitheir sensible attributes.
But it is now Christ himselfwith his body, blood, soul, and divinity--who is there
under the appearances of bread and wine, offering hitasié Father for the
redemption of all.” (http://www.stjohnslincoln.coméd/timb/timb-28.pdf

B. This opposes the idea that Christ’s sacrifice mugfiven over and over again, making
Jesus die over and over through the ages.

1.

Catholicism: “Now, in thé/assa real sacrifice is offered to God, for Our Blessed
Lord’s humanity, by being placed under the forms of breadvane, is reduced to the
equivalently lifeless state of a victim offered to #ternal Father by the priest.”

But see Hebrews 9:Z8 Christ was onceffered to bear the sins of many; and unto
them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin untoi@alvat
Read Hebrews 9:25-28

“This is the same body that was hanging on the ctbesame blood that was poured
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there: We should repeat these truths once and agaimvarttillly believe them and
begin really to love.” (http://www.stjohnslincoln.cdies/timb/timb-28.pdf

.  THE SYMBOLIC SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
A. It Commemorates the Lord’s Death
1. SeelCor.11:24
B. It Proclaims the Lord’s Death
1. SeelCor.11:26
C. It Reminds us of Jesus’ Second Coming
1. See 1l Cor.11:26
D. It Symbolizes Our Salvation By Feeding On Christ
1. John 6:53
E. It Symbolizes Our Constant Need Of Feeding On Christ
1. John 6:54-56
F. It Points To The Unity Of The Local Church - Commaum
1. 1Cor.10:16-17
2. Because of this, many believe that a whole lodfe&d should be brought to the table
in one piece and broken before it is served to the peapiesome churches do this.
3. Also, some churches use only one cup to drink the wine.

V. ELEMENTS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
A. Unleavened Bread
1. Unleavened bread designates the sinless body and Jésws$ Christ, 1 Pet. 2:22
2. Unleavened bread shows sincerity as we partake stigper, 1 Cor. 5:8
3. Unleavened bread shows that the church should be @ttand pure, 1 Cor. 5:7-8
4. Leaven is “an element that produces an altering nsfyaming influence.”
(Dictionary.com).
5. Therefore, the bread in the Lord’s Supper should not &saydaking powder or yeast
that would make it rise.
B. Fruit Of The Vine
Much argument is made over whether we should use wigape juice.
But the only name used in regard to The Lord’s Supperui tf the vine.”
See Matt. 26:29; Mark 14:25; Luke 22:18
Neither wine nor grape juice is used to identify thekdnnThe Lord’s Supper.
Being the “fruit of the vine” means that it must coinmm the grape.
Therefore, some churches use fermented wine agitivddr others use grape juice as
their drink, as we do here at First Baptist. Some egenwhat is called “unfermented
wine.”
7. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saintsdketstand, uses water as their
drink. That is not a good symbol of the blood of Christ
8. Both wine and grape juice, in my opinion, are acceptbke symbol only.

ouhkwnNnE

V. WHO CAN TAKE THE LORD’S SUPPER?
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A. A Saved Person

1.
2.

No one in the New Testament partook of The Lord’s Suppirhe was saved.

Acts 2:41-42Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same
day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. 42 And they continued
stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of baeadn

prayers

B. A Church Member

1.

2.

4.
5.

When the Lord first instituted The Lord’s Supper, they pelople present were eleven
apostles, because Judas had gone out by then. No othglediaere there.

The apostles were the first in the church - 1 Cor 128God hath set some in the
church, first apostlessecondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then
gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues

Open Communion Every believer in Jesus Christ, over which trealahurch may
have no discipline. See 1 Cor 5Bt now | have written unto you not to keep
company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetoas, or
idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one nametat
Close Communion All faithful members of any Baptist church of likath and order.
Closed CommunionOnly members of the local church observing the supper

C. A Faithful Church Member

1.

2.

3.

1 Cor 5:8Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neithethgitleaven

of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened [bread] of sincerityhd

1 Cor 5:13But them that are without God judgeth. Therefore put away from among
yourselves that wicked person

Romans 16:17-1&ow | beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and
offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid therkorley

that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; agddxywords

and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple
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Theology #11

By Pastor Dr. Ronnie Wolfe — 10-14-2012

HAMARTIOLOGY: THE DOCTRINE OF SIN

SIN IS A STATE OF BEING

A.

B.

C.

B.
C.

Om>

o

Matt 12:33Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make thedreet

and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known by [his] fruit

Matt 15:19For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, foroicati
thefts, false witness, blasphemies

John 3:1%And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and meh love
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil

. SINIS AN ACT
A.

1 John 3:4AVhosoever committetdoes, acts$in transgresseth also the law: for sin is the
transgression of the law.

1 Peter 2:22Vho did no sin, neither was guile found in his motiths speaks of Jesus.
James 2:8ut if ye have respect to persons, ye confai}sin, and are convinced of the
law as transgressors.

SIN IS OMITTING AN ACT

James 4:1Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth [it] not, to him 1b.is si

Acts of sin come from the heart.

1. Matt 15:18But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the
heart; and they defile the man.

2. Jer. 17:9The heatrt [is] deceitful above all [things], and desperately wickdth van
know it?

SIN IS SELFISHNESS

Read 2 Timothy 3:2-4 “lovers of their own selves”

Satan’s sin was one of pride: Isaiah 14:12-15; Ezek. 28:12-18

Adam and Eve’s sin was one of pride (selfishnessdésaed that which would make him
wise, Genesis 3:6.

Cain killed Abel because of pride, jealousy, or seltess, Genesis 4.8

SIN IS UNIVERSAL

A.
B.

Shown in the universal need for repentance: Luke 13t87 3@, 18
See also Romans 3:10, 23; Gal. 3:22

SIN'S TOTAL EFFECT UPON MAN

We have already talked about Total Depravity, thatyepart of a man is depraved, totally
without God in this world (Eph. 2:12).

Man is not as sinful as he could be, but he is jotlepraved in every part of his being.
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C. We are not totally depraved to the extent that waatamake moral decisions or have a
conscience toward good. These are all marred by depba¢inot erased.
D. How depraved is man?
Depraved in his mind, Gen. 6:5
Depraved in his heart, Jer. 17:9
Depraved in his affections, John 3:19; Rom. 8:7
Depraved in his conscience, Titus 1:15; Heb. 10:22
Depraved in his speech, Psalm 58:3; Jer. 8:6; Rom. 3:13
Depraved in his birth, Psalm 51:5; Psalm 58:3
he Effect of Sin Upon Man
No good in man by his nature, Rom. 7:18
Man is not subject to the law of God, Rom. 8:7-8
Man cannot comprehend spiritual things, 1 Cor. 2:14
Man cannot turn from his sins without a miracleh&f hew birth, Jer. 13:23; John 6:44,
65; 12:39-40

M
BONP4OOA®NE
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Theology #12

By Pastor Dr. Ronnie Wolfe — 10-14-2012

THE ATONEMENT

WHAT IS THE ATONEMENT

A. The Greek word igataAAayn — KATALLAGE

B. The word means “adjusting a difference, reconciling.”
C. There is a difference between the sinner and God.

1.

2.

Isaiah 59:But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your
sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear

Rom. 5:11And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom we have now received the atonement

a. This is the only place in the New Testament thatEnglish word Atonement is

used.

D. Another Greek word igTokatoAAacow— APOKATALLASSO

1

2.
3.
4.

This word means “to bring back to a former stateaofriony.”

Before Adam sinned, man was in harmony with God.

After Adam’s sin, however, he was out of fellowshighviod

Reconciliation

a. A person can be reconciled to his brother — Matt be&&de there thy gift before

the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then eoche
offer thy gift

. A'woman can be reconciled to her husband — 1 CorBuland if she depart, let

her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband: and let not the husband

put away his wife.

A person can be reconciled to God

(1) Rom. 5:1CFor if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the
death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved bg. his lif

(2) 2 Cor 5:18And all things [are] of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by
Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation

(3) Col 1:21And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by
wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled

. ATONEMENT IS ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH CHRIST JESUS
A. Read again Romans 5:10 (above).
1. First, we see the separation: “we were enemies.”

a. See also Col. 1:21 (above) - “alienated and enemies”

2. Second, we see the reconciliation: “we were re@@hto God”

a. See all the scriptures above.

3. Third, we see that reconciliation is “by the dedthi® Son.”

a. This is Jesus.
b. At his death, he reconciled us to God.
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B. He made the harmony

1. He is the mediator — 1 Tim. 2E®r there is one God, and one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus
2. His death brought us to God — 1 Peter F&BChrist also hath once suffered for sins,
the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to deathfleshe
but quickened by the Spirit
3. The wordatonements used 69 times in the Old Testament
a. This Old Testament atonement was a shadow of éhatenement of Jesus Christ.
b. The Old Testament atonement could not take away sin.
(1) Heb 10:1For the law having a shadow of good things to come, [and] not the
very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices whiclotfezgd
year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect.
(2) Heb 10:11And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes
the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins
(3) Heb 10:1But this mar(Jesus)after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for
ever, sat down on the right hand of God,;

JESUS’ ATONEMENT WAS A REAL ATONEMENT, NOT JUSA PROVISION

A. Jesus did not die to make atonement possible.

1. When Jesus died on the cross, he actually died formajmsit just the possibility of an
atonement of sins.

2. Jonah 2:9 says, Jonah B@t | will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving;
| will pay that that | have vowed. Salvation is of the LORD

B. Jesus died to actually make atonement for our sins.

1. 1 Cor 15:For | delivered unto you first of all that which | also received, kivav
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures

2. Gal. 1:4Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from thisresil
world, according to the will of God and our Father

3. 1 John 4:1Merein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his
Son to be the propitiation for our sins

C. Then, for whom did Jesus die?

1. Did Christ die for all of the sins of all of the pespl
2. Did Christ die for some of the sins of all of the ple@
3. Did Christ die for all of the sins of some of the ple@

D. Let’'s Consider These three things

1. If Christ died for all of the sins of all of the peeplhen everyone’s sins are atoned, and
everyone is reconciled to God; so then, everyonavisdcs

2. If Christ died for some of the sins of all of the plegp then he did not die for all of the
sins of anybody; so then, no one is saved.

3. If Christ died for all of the sins of some of the plep then we know that at least some
of the people are saved.
a. Jesus died for his sheep

(1) John 10:11 am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the
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sheep

(2) John 10:1%As the Father knoweth me, even so know | the Father: and | lay
down my life for the sheep

(3) John 10:1And other sheep | have, which are not of this fold: them also | must
bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, [and] one
shepherd

(4) John 10:2My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me

Jesus died for all that his Father gave to him, aldtley will be saved.

(1) John 6:3All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh
to me | will in no wise cast aut

Jesus died for all of our sins (the sins of his sheep)

(1) Heb 8:12For | will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and
their iniquities will I remember no mare

(2) Heb 10:17And their sins and iniquities will | remember no more

E. What about dying for the whole world?
1. 1 John 2:And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for
the sins of the whole world
a. This does not say that Jesus died for all of theo$ieseryone in the whole world.

b.

John, the writer of this book, was a Jew; and Baysg that Jesus is the
propitiation (satisfaction) for the sins, not justioé Jews, but of the Gentiles, also,
and not just certain Gentiles, but all kinds of Gentilee whole world).

2. John 3:16@-or God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
a. This verse does not say that Jesus died for the wiaold.

b.

- 0

This verse says that God loved the world, which s\é&aatt his love was not

directed to one nationality of people but to the entioeld. In other words, he

loved people who were Jews and Gentiles alike.

For these people whom he loved in the entire woddydve his only begotten Son

(Jesus).

Then only those who believe in him will not persht have everlasting life.

These are the ones for whom Christ died.

Here is the act and the result:

(1) 2 Cor 5:21For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness of God in him

(2) The acts: “made him to be sin for us.” This isi§tty death, burial, and
resurrection.

(3) The result: we are made the righteousness of Godin hi

See also Matt 1:2And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name

JESUS: for he shall save his people from their.sins
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Theology #13

By Pastor Dr. Ronnie Wolfe — 10-28-2012

SECOND COMING OF CHRIST

I. THE NATURE OF CHRIST'S COMING

A.

It Is Foretold

1. Jude 1:14And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying,
Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints

2. Hebrews 9:2&0 Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that
look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation

. It Is Promised

1. John 14:1-3Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also i2 me.
In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, | wouldtblavgou. | go
to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, coamrle
again, and receive you unto myself; that where | am, there ye magde al

2. John 6:4(And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one whic¢h dee Son,
and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and | will raiseuprat the last day.

3. 1 John 3:Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we
shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be likednnmvefshall see
him as he is.

4. Acts 1:11Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven?
this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall sonclkeemanner
as ye have seen him go into heaven.

He Will Come In His Body

1. See again Acts 1:11

2. Rev 1:7Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they als
which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because ofgven so,
Amen

. He Will Come As A Thief

1. 2 Peter 3:1But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the whieh
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shalitmidtwent
heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.

2. 1 Thess 5:For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometrhgef a t
in the night

. He Will Come In Two Phases (or two parts)

1. The Rapture
a. The word “rapture” is not in the Bible, just like therd “Trinity” is not in the
Bible; but it is a word that describes what will happden Jesus comes.
b. 1 Thess. 4:14-1For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 15 For thisayauato you by
the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the comihg of t
Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 16 For the Lord histsalf

34



descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, andewith t
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17 Then wehwdre alive
and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meetrthe L
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord
2. The Return

a. Rev. 19:11-14And | saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that
sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and
make war. 12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his headnaery
crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. 13 And he
was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of
God. 14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white,horses
clothed in fine linen, white and clean

II. THE TIME OF CHRIST'S COMING

A.

B.

C.

Matt 25:13Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of

man cometh

Matt 24:27For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto theavest;

shall also the coming of the Son of man be.

Lu 12:40 Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son ofeoameth at an hour when ye think

not.

THE MEANING OF CHRIST'S COMING

Jesus Will Certainly Come

1. Heb 10:37or yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, andmatltarry.

Jesus Will Resurrect Believers

1. 1 Cor. 15:51-54Behold, | shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall al
be changed, 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last timtipe
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put
on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, asd thi
mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the sawnig t
written, Death is swallowed up in victory.

. Jesus Will Judge Believers

1. 1 Cor. 3:12-15Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious
stones, wood, hay, stubble; 13 Every man’s work shall be made mdoiféise day
shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and theshiadl try every man’s
work of what sort it is. 14 If any man’s work abide which he hath thaieupon, he
shall receive a reward. 15 If any man’s work shall be burned, he sifédir loss: but
he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire

. Jesus Will Judge The Lost

1. Rev 19:20And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought
miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had recéiwedark of the
beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast aliadakéoof
fire burning with brimstone

2. Rev. 20:12-15And | saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books
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were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead
were judged out of those things which were written in the books, accoodingit
works. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell
delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged evencowading
to their works. 14 And death and hell were cast into the lake ofTtuis is the
second death. 15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of Idastvas
into the lake of fire

E. Marriage Of The Lamb

1. Rev. 19:7-9Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of

the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 8 And tashgramted
that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine isnée
righteousness of saints. 9 And he saith unto me, Write, Blesséewarehich are
called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, Théise tiree
sayings of God
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